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due to the introduction of automatic recoil mechanism. Meanwhile
steady increase in material wealth and governmental authority over
that wealth made possible an unprecedented and constantly in-
creasing multiplication of expensive weapons and munitionment.
In the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-05 military observers noted
two tendencies. First the quick-firing field gun showed signs of re-
placing infantry as the decisive arm. A British attach^, Colonel W.
H. H. Waters, wrote: "... by the light of my new experience I can
see no reason why artillery should not often be the decisive factor
and it certainly was at Telissu." The British Major J. M. Home
wrote after returning from duty as an observer with the Japanese:

The great impression made on me by all I saw is that artillery is
now the decisive arm and that all other arms are auxiliary to it. The
importance of artillery cannot be too strongly insisted upon, for,
other things being equal, the side which lias the best artillery will
always win. . * .

So strongly am I convinced of the immense importance of artillery
that it seems almost a question for deliberate consideration whether
artillery should not be largely increased even at the expense of the
other arms. Infantry can, if necessary, be trained in about three
months, whereas artillery cannot be so improvised. . . .

With the extraordinary development of artillery it begins to
appear as though infantry fire action cannot usefully be employed
at ranges beyond 600 yards, as beyond that distance the hostile
guns ought to be able to prevent infantry from using their rifles.
[The Russo-Japanese War, Reports from British Officers, Vol. HI,
pp. 117, 209-210J

Another interesting point which seems today to have fore-
shadowed the future was that before 1900 field guns were be-
ginning to be fitted with shields. Armor was returning.

The second tendency observed in the Russo-Japanese campaign
was that automatic machine-gun fire was beginning to replace
musketry as the chief weapon in infighting. Once in position, the
machine gun and the single man needed to fire it offered a target
not much larger than a single rifleman. Accordingly it had the
great advantage always possessed by infantry relative to artillery,
i.e., that a single man can conceal himself with comparative ease
and can avail himself of a small shelter, much as an insect pursued